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Leticia Elle Kruetzer attends a normal school in Italy. 
She always go straight home without dropping by 
someplace even though there is no one waiting there to 
welcome her home. 

Leti’s family was composed of her, her younger 
brother and her mother. Her mother died when she was 
still young and her brother was now attending school 
overseas as an exchange student. 

A kind police officer once said to her, “You’re not an 
exchange student and yet it feels like one.” He said this 
out of worry about her living all alone. 

This “living like and exchange student” was supposed 
to last until her brother comes home, but... 

 
“I’m home,” called Leti as she opened the door. 
Then, four voices replied to her call, “Welcome 

home!” 
Just hearing those voices doubled her irritation several 

times over. 
“How was school? Found someone you don’t like? 

You can just kill them off, ya know?” 
“Were you followed on your way home? Remember 

how I told you to use the side mirror of the cars parked 
on the street to check? You’d better be careful or you 
might die without taking caution as you walk.” 

“Hey! Spying on someone with binoculars is not a 
good thing to do,” reprimanded Leti. 
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“A telescope is fine, then?” 
The four men continued on with their incessant talk. 

Her hand trembled with clutching her bag so hard. 
“You noisy mafia men! Can you not keep it down?” 

shouted Leti as she walked out of the living room and 
headed straight to her room. She shut the door loudly, 
drowning the teasing of the four men. She did not forget 
to lock it from the inside. 

“Give me back my lonely exchange student life,” cried 
Leti as she threw the bag on her bed to release at least 
some of her irritation. 

 
This situation started around a month ago. 
Leti was kidnapped by some armed men. She 

prepared herself for the worst to come, but the story the 
two sons of a mafia boss, her kidnappers, told her was 
just ridiculously outlandish. 

The two sons introduced themselves as Friedhelm and 
Guido. 

“Leticia, you are the daughter of the Mafia boss and 
his lover,” explained Friedhelm, the older of the two. 

Leti doubted her own ears. 
“Your mother’s last wish was for her children to grow 

up as normal people. To honour that wish, our famiglia 
never made contact with you and your brother. But the 
situation has changed now.” 
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The second son, Guido, continued Friedhelm’s 
explanation. “Friedhelm and I started a strife on who 
should be the heir. This divided the famiglia amongst us 
and if such situation continues, an internal conflict would 
be inevitable. To stop that from happening, Father, the 
boss, decided to pick you as his heir.” 

In her shock, Leti sprayed out the tea she was 
drinking over Friedhelm and Guido. First she was 
kidnapped, and now, they were telling her to be the  boss 
of the Mafia. This was not a good joke at all. 

“You sure have some guts to do that to a mafia. 
“I was prepared to die when I was kidnapped. I am 

not afraid of receiving punishment because I sprayed tea 
on you,” glared Leti. 

Friedhelm, however, kept his cool and calm 
demeanour, though he did not look intimidating due to 
tea dripping down his hair. 

“We also feel sorry for suddenly asking our baby sister 
to be the boss after living her entire life normally. So we 
are offering you a proposition.” 

The proposition, naturally, would be for the benefit of 
their side. 

“If you do not want to become the boss, then refuse 
the position after you have become a professional mafia.” 

And Leti had no choice but to accept it. 
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“Leti, it’s time for your knife practice,” called Ludger 
as he knocked on Leti’s door. 

Ever since she agreed to undertake training to be a 
real mafia, four men were sent to her to be her “tutors”. 

This Italian Playboy, Ludger, is an expert on melee 
battle, especially with knives. He is currently teaching Leti 
the basics. 

“Ooh! You’ve become good at this! The time when 
you said a sub-machine gun was a spare feels like ages 
ago!” 

“Quit talking or my hands might slip and you would 
get stabbed.” 

Leti’s knife practice is held everyday in the kitchen. 
“Done,” declared Leti as she dropped the last slice of 

apple into the brine. She took a plate and then arranged 
all the slices on it and showed them to Ludger. Each 
apple slice, a total of six, were intricately carved by Leti. 
The apples looked more fitting to be a display than to be 
eaten. 

“You sure learn fast. I guess we can level up your 
training since you can easily accomplish this much.” 

Ludger was about to take a slice to eat, but Leti 
slapped his hand. 

“You can’t eat yet. Let me take a photo first,” 
reprimanded Leti. She took out her mobile phone and 
took several photos until she was satisfied with her shot. 
As soon as she got the perfect one, she gave her signal to 
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Ludger that it was already okay to eat, just like giving the 
go-signal to a dog. 

After getting the permission, Ludger took a slice and 
placed it in his mouth as he carried the plate to the living 
room where the others were relaxing. 

“Ugh! This isn’t good at all. It’s salty since it was 
soaked in brine to prevent the darkening. The detailed 
carvings made it hard to it and the texture weird. 
Decorative cutting isn’t good for consumption.” 

Leti, who was following Ludger behind, couldn’t hold 
herself from retorting, “You were the one who told me to 
do it.” 

“Well, this was the best way for you to get used in 
handling knives. This was something scary for you before, 
so I needed your body to understand the fact that you 
won’t cut yourself just by touching the blade and have 
that fact embedded in your subconscious.” 

Ludger placed the plate of apples on the centre table. 
The three other trainers took a look at Leti’s finished 
product and praised it, though one said it was just normal. 

Leti, however, ignored all of their reactions and 
looked at the chewing Ludger. “My training for today is 
finished, isn’t it? I will be going out.” 

“Hmm? Did you promise to meet a friend?” 
“I promised to meet a kind police officer,” revealed 

Leti as she quickly walked out of the house, wearing 
clothes obviously meant for going out on a date. 
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The “kind policeman” was Duke Barchet. Since half a 

year ago, one thing was added to the small pleasures of 
his life. The meals he shares with this younger girl once or 
twice a month was the balm of his soul. Whenever he 
speaks with the beautiful golden-haired, steel blue-eyed 
young lady, who is prettier than any actress, he feels like 
good things will happen on the morrow. He can’t help 
but share the good vibes with everyone. 

At first, he was wary of her. If she was that pretty, 
then her personality would definitely be flawed. But as 
they got more acquainted with each other, he wanted to 
give thanks to her parents – oh, they were gone along 
time ago, so better thank God for she grew up to be a 
good girl. 

Her looks are delicate, but she is not weak. She is 
strong-willed, but kind. She is smart, but her view of the 
world is unique and this makes her charming to the six-
year-older Duke. 

“Duke,” smiled Leti as she saw his face and called out 
his name. She arrived earlier at their meeting place. 

Duke thinks he has a chance with Leti since she had 
never turned down any of his invitations. 

“Did you cut your finger,” asked the sharp-sighted 
Duke. He immediately noticed the Band-Aid wrapped 
around her finger on the hand carrying her bag. 
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“Ah, I did. I started to practise how to cook recently 
and I cut my finger during one of those times,” explained 
Leti  and as if remembering something, took out her 
phone to show a photo. 

Duke was prepared to compliment her no matter 
what her finished product was, so he was quite surprised 
when he saw the intricately carved apple slices. She really 
was practising a lot. 

“That’s amazing! Looks like a chef did it.” 
“I am still far from being a chef. I have only been 

familiarizing myself with the knife and yet to do actual 
cooking.” 

If Leti said so, then it was the truth. Therefore, 
instead of insisting on praising here, he should say 
something that would give her confidence. 

“Then, let me know when you’ve become one.” 
“Sure. When that time comes, you can even come 

over to taste it for yourself.” 
Duke is still in the process of grasping the status of 

his relationship with Leti. They had gotten closer while 
taking one step at a time carefully. Their relationship had 
stayed charming and pleasant because of that. If he were 
to be give his opinion, he was definitely sure they were at 
least friends. 

The boy working in the flower shop watched the 
exchange in front of him and his exasperation was evident 
on his face. You aren’t some young teen couple! He 
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thought as he watched the couple walked towards the 
restaurant. 

 
“Do well on your job, Mr. Policeman!” 
Leti always says this as her farewell after enjoying their 

time together before she rides the bus home. Duke always 
returns this greeting with, “And you on your studies!” 
She’s just as cute as always. 

She had promised to cook something for him in the 
near future. This was another step forward for their 
relationship. He was feeling elated with all the good things 
happening today until the young florist, who was closing 
the shop, called his attention. 

“Mr. Policeman, I think you’d better tell her soon.” 
“Tell her what?” 
Duke always bought the flowers he gives to Leti 

during their meet-ups from this red-haired boy, Astrid 
Gale, so they are quite acquainted with each other. 

“I just think you’d better tell her that you are not a 
simple Roman Guard, but a top graduate of The Military 
Academy and an elite Carabinieri1  with talks of being 
assigned to the GIS of the Special Forces.” 

                                                           
1 The national gendarmerie of Italy. 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carabinieri. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carabinieri
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Duke was startled at the sudden revelation of his 
history he thought he had hidden well. He had never met 
Astrid wearing his Carabinieri uniform. 

“Who told you? 
“A kind person.” 
“Not the mafia, right? You have severed ties with 

them, as far as I know.” 
This flower boy Astrid may be nonchalantly selling 

flowers now living as he pleased, but he happened to be a 
former Russian mafia. 

Breaking away from the mafia meant a tragic, horrible 
end, but for Astrid’s case, his punishers where the ones 
who met tragic ends. They kept on losing to Astrid and in 
the end decided to look over him. 

“I heard it from the housewives of the 
neighbourhood. They said, ‘When would dear Duke 
advance on his career?’” 

 “Damn Italy’s strongest information network.” 
Never take lightly the powers of observation of the 

housewives. They probably saw him wearing his uniform 
somewhere. 

“Having secrets between you won’t bode well when 
you become a couple. You’re lying about being a police, 
right?” 

Duke groaned at Astrid’s poking question. "I know 
that, but..." 
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When he met Leti half a year ago, she was being 
pestered by some mafia-looking men and he helped her 
get out of that trouble. That was their start. 

Leti seemed like a daughter of a wealthy family and 
she clearly said to Duke that time, “I hate violent people.” 

He knew those words were for the men who bothered 
her, but he somehow felt it was for him as well. He was 
not sure whether being in the gendarmerie would make 
him belong to the same category, so when asked about his 
job, he left it vague. He did not say out loud he was just a 
roman guard and part of the police force, but he also did 
not reveal his true affiliation. 

“If you don’t tell her soon, you might lose her.” 
Astrid was right, he is close to deceiving her right 

now. 
“I guess, I’d better come up with some excuse to call 

her tomorrow.” 
“Eh? Can’t you just call her out of the blue? You’ve 

been asking her out for half a year already, right?” 
Duke could only hang his head. Astrid’s words hit a 

very, very, very sore spot. 
 
Leti’s heart was feeling light. Those four mafia men 

were still inside her house, but yesterday was just sublime. 
She made a promise to have Duke taste some of her 
cooking. 
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It was all thanks, albeit begrudgingly, to Ludger. She 
felt very generous to him right now; he did have some 
good ideas despite being a mafia. 

Leti was reminiscing yesterday while looking at the 
shot of her beautifully carved apple slices on her phone 
when it suddenly rang. The phone showed a number she 
had saved in her phonebook, but had never called it once. 
The call was from Duke. She nervously pressed the green 
button and answered it. 

“Hello.” 
“Hi. Is now a good time to call?” 
“Yeah, it’s okay. Is anything wrong?” 
“Well, the restaurant manager said that they found an 

earring yesterday and it could be yours. Can you check?” 
He had something to ask, that’s why he called. Leti, a 

bit disappointed, stood up to check her drawer. 
“Hmmm, wait a sec. I’m sure I took off both last 

night.” 
There was a complete pair of earrings inside her 

jewellery box. She told Duke that she wasn’t missing one 
when someone called out from her back. 

“Hey! Got any spare cloth?” 
“Towels are no good. Hair easily sticks to them. It’s 

not good for polishing. 
The voices belonged to her tutors, Alexander and 

Ludger. 
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Their voices overlapped with Leti’s reply about the 
earrings and Duke heard them. 

“Who were those? I thought you were living alone? 
Friends?” 

“They’re my older brother’s friends,” hastily replied 
Leti. “Anyway, the earring isn’t mine. Bye!” Leti dropped 
the call and turned off her phone. She could not think of 
any excuse to say should he call back. 

“Why you!” Leti glared at the two noisy men outside. 
If looks could kill, they would be dead several times over. 

Duke was probably thinking now that she was a loose 
woman who lets men inside her home. Those two mafia 
would never understand the care she had exerted in 
conducting herself when she was with Duke. 

“I can’t believe this! You’d better remember what you 
did today because I’ll make you pay for it!” 

“Oh, so scary,” joked Alexander. 
But Leti did not even pay attention to him. She was 

cradling her head, cracking her brain thinking what she 
should do. 

Meanwhile, Duke was staring blankly at his phone. 
“What was that?” 

But he did not have the courage to call back. 
 
 
Today’s training was under the firearms specialist, 

Alexander. 
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Leti was standing blindfolded in front of a table where 
disassembled parts of an assault rifle were laid. 

“Today is blinded assembly. Do it within five seconds. 
Ready? Start.” 

Leti’s hands started moving as soon as Alexander gave 
the signal. She confidently took one part after another as 
she deftly assembled the rifle. She placed the last part 
after around three seconds. 

“This ain’t fun at all. You passed,” declared 
Alexander. 

“So can I take off my blindfold now?” 
Leti’s learning speed was astonishingly fast 

considering she was learning something she was not 
wholly interested at all. One thing was for sure, this young 
girl was naturally gifted. Alexander could not deny that at 
this rate, she could be the Mafia’s boss should she choose 
to be one. He was thinking about this as he watched Leti 
have a hard time with her blindfold when a sudden urge 
swelled inside him. 

Seeing her vulnerable like this makes me want to... 
Any man would feel this. Alexander reached out his 

hand. He was only moving all based on instincts. 
 
“Kyaaa!” screamed Leti. “What are you doing! You 

pervert!” She could be heard all through out the house. 
Her two older brothers at that time were in the front 

gate and they did not hesitate to run to her. 
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“Leticia!” 
“Are you alright!?” 
Inside the living room they saw a blindfolded Leti 

hugging herself stepping away from Alexander, who was 
in turn, smirking. 

Thinking of the worst, Friedhelm stood in front of 
Leti, shielding her from Alexander. 

“You just touched her, right? You’re still clothed. 
Come on, man! Tell me!” 

“Ah, yeah, I did touch her.” 
“Alexander, what do you think you’re doing? You’re 

just a an assigned tutor to her!” 
“Keep it down, will ya? Won’t you have the urge to do 

something if there’s someone blindfolded right in front of 
you? She looked so vulnerable! What’s wrong with 
tickling her on the side? Ain’t that part of a man’s 
instinct?” 

Friedhelm’s jaw dropped at Alexander’s “perverted 
action”. 

“That’s a naughty boy’s instinct!” 
“Maybe. You mature rich boys probably won’t get it,” 

laughed Alexander. He was not feeling any remorse for 
his actions. 

Guido, meanwhile, was busy helping Leti with her 
blindfold. 

“Thank you,” wearily said Leti. 
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“As long as you’re fine, but,” haltingly said Guido as 
he stood up and walked towards Alexander. 

Guido seemed to be calm about this whole incident, 
until he drew out his Beretta gun from his jacket and 
pressed it on Alexander’s temple. “That’s enough reason 
to kill you. Leticia, how do you want me to end this 
man?” 

“Hold it right there Guido! I think now you’re better 
suited to the mafia than me!” 

Alexander did not molest her. It was just a prank and 
ending his life because of it was just too much. 

“You don’t have to kill him. Should there be a case 
going at a dead end, I’ll just drop some strands of his hair 
on the crime scene. I already have enough supply for each 
of them.” 

“That’s a... very intellectual way of handling things, 
my little sister.” Friedhelm wanted to ask if she also had 
his and Guido’s hair, but he was too scared to ask. She 
would probably say that she already had them. 

“Well, what are my two brothers vying to be the next 
mafia boss doing in their enemy’s lair?” 

“We wanted to check how’s your mafia training going. 
I see you’re already doing blindfolded assembly. You’re 
going faster than we thought.” 

Guido silently nodded at Friedhelm’s comment. 
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Alexander tapped his finger on the fully assembled 
rifle on the table. “All I can say as her trainer is that she’s 
a natural. She’s got the talent.” 

“And I am going to use the said talent to throw the 
mafia to prison as a public prosecutor.” 

Becoming a prosecutor would be easy for Leti. 
The mafia members inside the room imagined the not 

so far future and they did not like what they saw. 
“Oh, right. Can I ask your opinion about something,” 

asked Leti to her two older brothers upon realizing they 
were around the same age as Duke. 

“What if you were calling someone who is more than 
a friend, less than a lover...” 

Friedhelm was surprised. Really? Is she gonna ask for 
some love advice? 

Guido nonchalantly asked her to go on. 
“...she was supposed to be living alone and then you 

heard male voices over the phone. She said they were her 
brother’s friends. Would you believe it?” 

“Yes.” 
“Wait a sec, Leti. Don’t believe Guido. He’s obtuse 

about these things. I’m sure I think closer to a normal guy 
than him.” Friedhelm hastily added that such an excuse 
was unbelievable. 

“I thought so.” 
“If it were me, I would be suspicious of cheating and 

go find out the truth.” 
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“Find out,” murmured Leti. She felt her back turn 
cold. That isn’t good. 

If he saw these mafia men around her house, her 
relationship with the police Duke would be over. 

“Who is he?” 
“A Roman guard. He helped me one time when some 

mafia-looking men would not leave me alone. Since then 
he had been concerned about me because I live alone.” 

Friedhelm’s face clearly showed his displeasure about 
the guy being part of the police. Though it was, in a way, 
fitting for Leti who wants to be prosecutor. 

“Then this is your chance to end things with him,” 
concluded Guido. This was his calm reaction to Leti’s 
story. 

“Why?” 
“Because you are the daughter of the Mafia boss. 

Aside from that, you are currently taking part in the battle 
of the heirs and have the best advantage. Are you saying 
someone like you would date a police officer?” 

“I will never be part of the mafia! I will be a public 
prosecutor.” 

“Even if you don’t, a fact is a fact. Let me say this in a 
different way. If, for example, that policeman dated you, 
the daughter of the Mafia boss, and then your relationship 
was exposed. Won’t he lose his job?” 

Leti considered herself to be a normal citizen who will 
be prosecutor someday. But the Mafia going in and out of 
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her house was a fact. She being the daughter of the boss 
was a fact. Considering these things, Leti now understood 
how others would see her once they found her 
connection to the Mafia. 

“Go home!” shouted Leti. Let them hear as if she’s 
furious. She was not going to cry. She would not. She 
turned her back on everyone, ran to her room and shut 
the door loudly. 

 
“So you’d better stop this now before you get hurt too 

deeply,” continued Guido but Leti could no longer hear 
his words. 

Friedhelm sympathized with his clumsy younger 
brother and her pitiable baby sister. 

“Your kindness is hard to understand, you know. But 
I do.” 

Guido told Leti to stop seeing the policeman because 
he was worried about her. But Leti probably only heard 
them as harsh words. 

“Let me handle this. I’ll show her how reliable I am.” 
However, he would have to take back his words after 

five minutes. 
A confident and proud Friedhelm entered Leti’s 

room. An apologetic and defeated Friedhelm exited the 
room. 

“Uhm...Sorry. I made her angrier. I failed.” 
“I see,” was Guido’s cold reply. 
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“Calm down, man! Don’t give me that freezing death 
glare! You look so much like Leti with that beautiful face 
doubling the power of the glare, you know!” 

Friedhelm’s long and winding sorry echoed through 
out the house. 

 
Leti’s training today was a lecture given by Karlheinz. 
Today, she was tasked to write an essay about the 

history of Southern Italy and the Mafia. She wrote her 
essay in silence, but her handwriting was rough and lacked 
its normal finesse. The cause was because of the her fight 
with her two brothers. 

“Here, I have finished it.” 
Karlheinz took Leti’s essay and read it. 
“Hmmm...Just as expected from you. I think there 

isn’t anything left for me to teach you about the Mafia.” 
“Your lessons are way more interesting and useful 

than my history class in school.” 
“I’m glad to hear that,” smiled Karlheinz as he 

continued reading Leti’s roughly written essay. 
“Your handwriting  and the contents fully reflect your 

emotions. Severe criticisms on the mafia are mixed up in 
here. Are you still angry about yesterday?” 

Last night, she was forced to admit to herself that she 
was no longer a regular citizen – that she is, or at least, 
connected to the mafia. Her anger was not truly for her 
brothers, but towards that unfavourable truth. 
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“You may feel like you suddenly had older brothers, 
but for them, you are their long, lost baby sister. You may 
be their rival om who will be the heir but they truly adore 
you.” 

Karlheinz took out a notebook from his pocket and 
opened it to a certain page. 

“They asked me to secretly take this photo when you 
were five. Aren’t they such good boys? They managed to 
keep the promise with your mother to not contact you 
and simply satisfied themselves with this one picture and 
the knowledge that you were doing fine.” 

The picture showed a young Leti who was not facing 
the camera. It was, indeed, a stolen shot. 

“I...I also have a picture of my older brothers.” 
Leti stood up and took an envelope inside a locked 

drawer. 
“It was mixed up in my mother’s belongings. I was 

too young when we were separated to remember them 
but thanks to this picture, I somehow knew about my 
older brothers.” 

Leti already knew she was from a family with a 
complicated background. She guessed they were probably 
the illegitimate child of someone, but for that someone to 
be the Mafia boss did not even cross her mind. 

“Oh, we are sorry for that slip. We were supposed to 
dispose off all items that could be used as evidence. You 
were not supposed to see that.” 
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“It’s okay. It is because of this that I was able to 
accept and understand the situation faster when they 
appeared in front of me introducing themselves as my 
brothers.” 

She was also able to tell her younger brother not to 
come home for some time instead of wishing him to 
come home soon. She alone was enough to be caught up 
in this mess. 

“Then, can you also accept the fact that they are at a 
lost on how to communicate with the sister they had been 
apart with for a long time? They cannot relay well that 
they are worried about you.” 

Friedhelm said the same thing last night when he went 
after her. Guido was worried about her getting hurt that 
was why he told her to end her relationship with the 
policeman. 

“Can you forgive them when they come back and 
sincerely apologizing for what they said?” 

Leti kept her silence at Karlheinz’s request because 
she also have troubles in relaying “I forgive you”. After 
all, she was also just a beginner in having older brothers. 

 
 
Leti immediately invited Duke to go to the big 

amusement park in Italy’s metro, the “Star Magic 
Grandia”. She received a pair ticket from her brothers 
who gave it as their apology, 
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Friedhelm told her, “Enjoy and cover up everything 
with fun memories!” 

Guido told her, “If nothing’s wrong and suspicious, 
go and enjoy!” 

Leti accepted their advice and came up with the plan, 
“nothing’s wrong so I’ll go and enjoy making some fun 
memories to cover up some things.” 

But, behind this lovely couple were three men tailing 
them. 

“Hey, may I know what we are doing again?” 
“We are stalking them.” 
“...Can I just go home, please?” 
The three men lurking in the shadows were Leti’s 

tutors, Ludger and Karlheinz and the sniper Oswald. 
They were ordered by the two young masters to provide 
some aid in pushing forward Leti’s relationship with Mr. 
Policeman. So here they were, forced to be stalkers. 

“Where’s the old man?” 
“Alexander said he will be working alone. As for us, 

we just have to execute the plan, ‘love needs some spice’.” 
Alexander, who seemed to be the first one to find this 

order troublesome, was so much interested about it that 
he was the one who took charge and made a plan. His 
plan was to provide a situation for Mr. Policeman to show 
his cool side by having him save  Leti from being 
bothered by some pesky and persistent men. This would 
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provide them with the thrill needed to spice up their 
relationship. 

“Don’t you think this plan is too normal for that old 
geezer? I mean he was someone who’d say have the guy 
killed,” wondered Ludger. He felt something was amiss 
with this too peaceful of a plan for Alexander. 

They continued following the couple and entered the 
amusement park. They signalled each other that it was 
time to execute their plan. 

“Well, then, let me do the extortion,” declared 
Karlheinz. 

“Eh? Are you sure about that,” asked a surprised 
Ludger. 

Karlheinz is too much of a peaceful fellow despite 
being part of the Mafia. He doesn’t even look like one. 
He looks gentle and kind to be doing something like 
extortion. 

“Of course. Alexander taught me last night how to do 
it.” 

“Really? If you say so. You may be alright if that old 
man taught you,” acquiesced Ludger despite being 
worried still. He decided to watch with Oswald how 
would Karlheinz portray the villain for the budding 
couple. 

 
“Hey, can you lend me some money?” 
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Leti almost screamed when Karlheinz suddenly 
approached her. She had to stop herself from shouting to 
ask what he was doing here. 

Duke, unaware of the turmoil Leti was facing inside, 
cautiously went in front of Leti to shield her from the 
stranger. 

“You see, my things were stolen and I don’t have 
money to go home,” explained Karlheinz in a troubled 
voice. 

Duke sighed. From the fine quality of his clothes, he 
concluded that this was a suspicious, rich man. 

“Here have this,” said Duke as he handed the stranger 
some coins. “That’d be enough for you to contact some 
of your friends and then go to the police and report what 
happened to you.” To end the conversation, he walked 
away with Leti. He would not be giving anymore to that 
man. 

Leti was relieved at how Duke dealt with Karlheinz 
and took a step closer to Duke as they walked together. 

 
“Did you see that? My extortion was a success!” 
“Can that be even called extortion?” 
Ludger groaned at Karlheinz’ triumphant look as he 

showed him the coins. He was quite certain this was not 
what Alexander had in mind. 

“What were you taught to do if they refused to give 
you money?” 
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“He told me to say, ‘Come on, jump! See, you’ve got 
some cash. Now give them to me!’” 

“That old man is undeniably a mafia through and 
through.” 

Karlheinz was not the one at fault here. It was 
Alexander for choosing the harmless-looking peaceful 
fellow for this role. 

“We can’t do anything about that anymore. I guess, 
it’s our turn then. Come on.” 

Ludger dragged the listless Oswald towards Leti. 
 
Duke was buying some gelato for them when Leti 

suddenly heard a familiar voice. 
“Hi there pretty miss! Are you alone? Wanna have 

some fun with us?” 
She turned around to see who they were and was once 

again shocked to see Ludger and Oswald. 
First was Karlheinz. Now, them. She truly wanted to 

shout out what the heck they were doing here, but she did 
not. If she did, Duke would know she was acquainted 
with them; she could not let that happen. The only thing 
she could do was to send them a cursed death glare telling 
them to go and disappear this instant. 

“No, I am waiting for someone. Go ask someone 
else.” 

“Don’t be shy. I’ll make sure you enjoy yourself!” 
Ludger was used to hitting on ladies. If they were the only 
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ones in the scene, it would have been perfect. But the 
gloomy Oswald staying behind Ludger provided a strange 
accent to it. 

“You’d rather spend your day with a pretty girl, right, 
Oswald?” 

“I,” started Oswald as he raised his head and looked 
at Leti. “I just wish everyone to die!” 

“What the,” blurted the surprised Ludger. “Oswald, 
calm down, man! Don’t go and run amok!” 

Ludger immediately bound Oswald’s arm behind him 
the moment he felt the young man go unstable. If he had 
been a second late, Oswald would have taken out his gun 
and shoot everyone. He could not possibly handle this 
disturbed sniper alone if he ran wild. 

“What’s wrong?” 
“Oh, Mr. Boyfriend? Well, my friend isn’t feeling any 

good right now. See you around Ms. Beautiful! Let’s have 
a date together sometime! Ciao,” bid Ludger as he 
dragged Oswald away. 

Duke wondered what those two men were about. 
“There sure are a lot of weird persons around here,” 

vaguely said Leti as she received the pistachio gelato Duke 
bought. 

 
“What are you doing going violent out there! You 

wasted that chance for Leti to be impressed as her man 
drives away the playboy!” 
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Ludger finally released his grasp on Oswald’s arm 
when they were out of the couple’s sight. He also did not 
hold back himself on complaining to him. 

“I’m sorry. But I do not have my stabilizer with me.” 
Ludger noticed an important item missing from 

Oswald. He did not have his Remington 24, his partner 
rifle, which he always kept in violin case with him. 

“Did you forget it at home? That’s unusual for you.” 
“No. Alexander asked me to lend it to him.” 
Ludger and Karlheinz looked at each other upon 

hearing this. 
“For real” asked Ludger with his eyes. 
“Most likely” replied Karlheinz in the same manner. 
“Is that the spice the geezer meant? What in the world 

is he thinking! We’ve gotta send Leti a message. That old 
man would come shooting at us,” panicked Ludger. 

“I wonder how skilled is he with the rifle. I wouldn’t 
worry much if it were Oswald, but if he isn’t that good, he 
might shoot someone in the head.” 

“Ugh! Stop it Karlheinz. I don’t wanna hear that. 
Oswald, go look where he could be shooting from! 
Karlheinz, please send Leti a text message about this.” 

Ludger was about to run and check the perimeter, but 
he was too late. The sound of a Remington 24 fired from 
a distance reverberated in the tranquil amusement park. 
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Duke immediately switched to battle mode when a 
bullet grazed his cheek. He grabbed Leti and lowered her 
head. “We gotta run!” 

He could be the target due to his affiliation in the 
army, but that was just a guess. Leti, a daughter of a well-
off family, also had the possibility to be the one, so they 
should just seek cover together. 

“Kyaa!” 
“I know you’re scared but we have to run or else we 

might get shot.” 
Targeting a moving object is difficult. Duke took hold 

of Leti’s hand and kept on running where there were 
structures that could act as barriers. Four more shots were 
fired at them as they ran, but none hit them. 

They finally found cover as they hid themselves 
behind a building. He took out his phone and dialled 
immediately the gendarmerie’s hotline. 

“It’s me, Duke. We are being attacked here at Star 
Magic Grandia. I don’t know if the target is me or my 
companion.” 

Duke glanced at the panting Leti after he finished the 
call. 

“Are you okay? Did you get hurt by the debris?” 
“I’m fine,” answered Leti after taking a deep breath. 
“Sorry, this might be because of me. I...” am a 

Carabinieri, finished Duke in his mind. He could not say 
it aloud. 
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“You are a police. I am sure some local mafia would 
find that enough reason to treat you as their enemy. It 
can’t be helped. Besides, I could have been the target...” 
said Leti letting the end hang and looked down. Because 
I’m the Mafia boss’s daughter.  

“Sorry for scaring you,” apologized Duke. 
“No, I’m alright. I was just surprised. It was just like  

being in a movie. My heart is beating so fast,” assured Leti 
as she smiled at Duke. 

“I would be a prosecutor some day to put those mafia 
behind bars. I cannot be scared by these things. Besides,” 
Leti gathered her courage and took Duke’s hand and 
continued, “Mr. Roman Guard would protect me, right?” 

Duke wrapped Leti’s dainty hands with both of his 
and promised, “I will protect you for life.” 

“That’s reassuring. Thank you.” 
Leti took Duke’s frantic proposal literally. If that 

young florist witnessed this scene, he would have teased 
him and probably asked him to say something more 
mature. They weren’t a young teenaged couple after all. 

 
“What’d you say to that? Don’t you think it’s just like 

a Hollywood movie? The main characters successfully 
surpassed trials and end up happily ever after. Good, 
huh?” asked Alexander to Oswald. He was checking on 
Leti and Duke through a pair of binoculars after aiming 
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five shots at them. He was truly satisfied that everything 
went according to plan. 

Oswald, who ran around to find the sniping point, 
thought he overdid it, but decided to keep the thought to 
himself. 

 
 
Make some fun memories and cover everything up. 
That was the order of the two eldest sons of their 

boss. The four men considered it a successful mission so 
they went home to celebrate that. Though, whether the 
fear of being shot could be considered as a fun memory is 
highly questionable, they were successful in the covering 
up part. 

“I’m home.” 
Amidst their merriment, they heard Leti’s voice. The 

four tutors immediately stood up and went to the front 
door. 

“Why are you home?” 
“Because it’s late already,” sarcastically answered Leti. 

“We had dinner and he brought me home.” 
Leti’s smile was a bit unguarded tonight. They might 

have had a drink during dinner. 
“And then?” 
“We had fun today and he invited me to visit the 

aquarium next time.” 
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Leti was evidently happy with today. Next time would 
be a real date. 

The four men, on the other hand wanted to shout out. 
They were dumbfounded and all they could do was watch 
the cheerful Leti walking towards her room. 

“What just happened? I don’t get it. Shouldn’t she be 
staying out tonight?” 

“That would have been the normal development. 
They’d both be filled with the rush and thrill of what 
happened and end up staying together till morning.” 

“Well, I guess the youth now is more wholesome in 
their relationships. I don’t mind that at all.” 

Silence fell on the group. Their excitement a few 
moments ago died down.  

Alexander broke the silence. “Was the thrill not 
enough?’ 

“No, no, no, no, no! That was more than enough, old 
man!” 

 
Duke and Leti will enjoy their thrilling romance as 

they do their best to keep their secrets. 
And it will be a year before they can be honest with 

each other. 
 
The end. 
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